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ABSTRACT
Tniancy  is defined  as the  act of  being  absent  from  school  without  permission.  The
problem  of  inconsistent  school  attendance  is often  the  first  sign  of  trouble  with  students
Studies  show  a strong  link  between  truancy,  dropping  out  of  school,  and delinquent
behavior  Excessive  unexcused  absences  are present  in varying  degrees  in all schools  and
across  the  country.  Tniancy  is a complex  problem  that  involves  the  student,  the  family,
the  school,  and the  community  The  problem  continues  to increase  year  affer  year.
In  this  study,  50 subjects  aged 12-15  are described  using  two  different  measures.
Parent-completed  intake  forms  provide  information  on the  variables  of  age, gender,  race,
family  size, family  income,  chemical  use, discipline  problems,  peer  pressure,  moves  and
separation  or divorce  of  parents.  The  second  measure  examines  the  opinions  and
perceptions  of  key  informants  to  these  and other  variables  impacting  school  attendance.
The  findings are also compared  with  a previously  done  study  (Roller,  1996)  in an adjacent
county  representing  a different  cultural  and socioeconomic  profile.
The findings  from  the  parent-completed  intake  forms  suggested  a larger  than  expected
percentage of  peer pressure  influencing  truancy  and of  minorities  exhibiting  this  behavior.
Linking  gender to depression 'and chemical  use produced  results  that  differed  from
research expectations. Key informants  identified  chemical use as the primary  factor
associated with  truancy  followed  by parent's ability  to discipline  and  peer  pressure.  In  the
comparison  study (Roller, 1996), key informants  identified  parent's  ability  to discipline  as
the primary  factor  associated with  truancy  followed  by chemical use and school  discipline
problems.
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Tniancy  is defined as an act of  being absent from  school without  permission  (Diggs
and Clancey, 1991). School  attendance  problems,  or truancy,  are offen  the first  signs of
trouble.  Tniancy  can be an indication  that young  people  are giving  up or the system is
failing  them.  Students  who become  tniant  and eventually  drop-out  of  school  put
themselves  and their  fiitures  in grave danger. High-school  drop-outs,  for  example,  are 2
and 1/2 times more likely  to be on welfare  than high-school  graduates.  In 1995, high-
school  drop-outs  were almost  twice  as likely  to be unemployed  as their  graduating
classmates and earn much  lower  salaries (Shanker,  1995). Truancy  has also been shown
to be closely  linked  with  crimes (M.C.T.,,  1996).
Studies have shown  a strong  link  between  tmancy,  dropping  out of  school  and
delinquent  behavior  (M.C  T'., 1996). According  to  the Los  Angeles  County  Office  of
Education,  truancy  is the best indicator  of  future  delinquent  behavior. In Miami,  1996,
more  than 71o/o of  13-16  year olds prosecuted  for  cnal  violations  had been involved  in
truanting  In Minneapolis,  1996, daytime  crime  dropped  68oA after  police  began citing
truant  students  In San Diego,  1996, 44% of  violent  juvenile  crime  occurs  between  8:30
a.m. and 1:30 p.m.  (M.C.T.,  1996).
Truancy, as a legal offense, stems from  the compulsory  education  laws of  the last half
of the nineteenth  century. Although  it may be considered  an educational  problem,  it is an
appropriate  area for  social  work  research  because of  the many serious social and family
problems  that are generated  by it. Truancy  is a problem  that involves  the student,  the
family, the school, and the community.  Excessive  unexcused  absences are present  in
varying  degrees in all schools  and across the country. The problem  is increasing  year  after
year  (M.D.E.,  1992).
Researchers  have  attempted  to identify  significant  variables  affecting  truancy.  One
easily  identified  theme  throughout  the research  is the  complexity  of  the  behavior  and its
antecedents  There  is no single  cause,  but  there  can be specific  characteristics  wl'iich  fit  all
tniants.
The  Ecological  Perspective,  as presented  by Carel  Germain  (1991),  provides  a unique,
multidimensional  view  for  much  of  this  research  The  Developmental  Theory  of  Eric
Erikson  (1959)  provides  an interesting  framework  suggesting  predictable  changes  that
may  occur  tmoughout  the  life-development  of  adolescents.  Germain  and Erikson  will
primarily  provide  the  theoretical  view  point  from  which  the  understandmg  of  the  research
will  be considered.
The  following  Literature  Review  will  describe  for  the  reader  what  characteristics  have
been  found  to correlate  with  truancy  or school  non-attendance  This  research  was  drawn
from  information  in the  fields  of  Social  Work,  Psychology  and  Education.  The  research
questions  to be explored  are as follows:
l  What  are the  demographic,  personal  and environmental  characterisfics  of
adolescents  who  had  truancy  behaviors  in a specific  middle  school  during  1995-
1996  in Ramsey  County'7
2. Are  key  informants  aware  of  the  characteristics  which  are significantly  related
to  truancy  in  this  population")
3 Is there a substantial difference  in these  characteristics  in adolescents  who
truanted  in 1995-1996  in Ramsey  and Dakota  Counties?
4. Is there a substantial difference  in the  responses  made  by  key  informants  in Ramsey
and Dakota  Counties?
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This  replication  study  provides  a composite  picture  of  a population  of  truants  in
Ramsey  County,  ages 12-15,  and compares  this  picture  with  a different  socioeconomic
population  of  truants  in Dakota  County  (Roller,  1996).  Sommer  and Nagel(1991)
conclude  their  extensive  longitudinal  study  of  the  characteristics  of  truants  with  the
suggestion  that  small,  focused  studies  in different  locations  with  different  socio-economic
groups  will  provide  the  best  expanded  understanding  of  this  issue. This  is one  response  to
complete  that  very  task  called  for  Sommer  and Nagel  (1991).
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LITERATURE  REVIEW
The  following  review  has been  divided  into  five  separate  categories  to provide a clearer
understanding  of  the  subject  of  truancy.  These  categories  are: 1 Personal Characteristics,
2. Family  Characteristics,  3. Environmental  or Community  Characteristtcs,  4.
Educational  Characteristics,  5 Theoretical  Fratnework.  The  first  four  categories  will be
examined  through  a variety  of  outcome  based  studies  and then  a theoretical  framework
wiU be examined
PersonalCharacterimcs
There  is very  little  literature  that  deals  specifically  with  truancy  in terms  of  how
students  initially  become  truant.  Rather,  truancy  problems  are usually  linked  to individual
behavior  (Levine,  Metzendorf  &  Van  Borkirk,  1986).  Personality  and individual
characteristics  are very  important  for  us to  understand  in looking  at the  issues  of  truancy.
Gender
In a descriptive  study  conducted  by C. Roller  (1996),  using  a population  of  12 to 15
year  olds,  the factors  of  age, gender,  race,  chemical  use, discipline  problems,  and
depression  were  explored.  The  findings  suggested  a disproportionate  percentage  of  girls
and students  of  color  exhibiting  the  behavior  of  truancy  This  study  was,  however,
directed  at a population  of  higher  socio-economical  status  than  what  is considered
average.  The  issue  of  gender  has also caused  other  mixed  results  for  several  researchers.
Where  Bell,  Rosen  and Dynlacht  (1994)  identified  more  males  in their  population  of
tniants,  Barringion  and Hendricks  (1989)  did  not  see gender  as significant  in their  study  of
truants.
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Truancy  is considered  a "status  offense,"  or a crime  resting  on one's  status  as a minor.
Girls,  once  arrested,  are more  likely  than  boys  to be charged  for  stahis  offenses,  including
truancy  and curfew  violations  (Chesney-Lind  and Sheldon,  1992  and Johnson,  1986).  The
general  explanation  offered  for  the higher  rate  is that  the  juvenile  justice  system  is tailored
for  boys  and that  girls  are more  likely  to  be arrested  because  of  gender  role  expectations
Race
In studies  conducted  by  Weishaw  &  Peng  (1993),  and Roller  (1996)  race  was
viewed  a risk  factor  that  correlated  to school  non-attendance.  In  a similar  study  conducted
by Cnaan  and Seltzer  (1989)  race  and measured  racial  discrimination  were  also found  to
correlate  with  truancy.  Social  workers  are well  prepared  educationally  to be of  service  to
those  individuals  experiencing  problems  with  cultural  adjustments  (Roller,  1996)  In
educational  settings  where  the  racial  composition  of  students  is made  up of  European
American,  African  American,  Native  American,  Latino,  and Asian  American  students,
cultural  difficulties  and language  barriers  are issues  that  must  be overcome.  Benda  (1989)
also conducted  an exploratory  study,  focused  on a rural  community,  to investigate  factors
related  to  truancy.  He  examined  information  concerning  290  pupils  in a public  school
system,  defining  truancy  as 15 unexcused  absences  in one school  semester.  He  also found
that  the  strongest  predictor  of  truancy  is race. Benda  (1989)  found  that  students  of  color
truanted  more  frequently  in schools  where  the  majority  populations  were  not  students  of
color.  Stern  &  Smith  (1995),  after  completing  their  study,  concluded  that  the  students
which  make  up a part  of  the  cultural  minority  population  will  also make  up a higher
percent  of  the  truancy  population.
In  his writings,  Kozol  (1991)  demonstrated  the  injustice  of  American  inequality
through  his detailed  examinations  of  the  lives  of  the  poorest  among  us which  most  often
were  people  of  color.  He  forcefully  drives  home  his conviction  that  systematic
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discrimination  exists  and creates  a sense of  hopelessness  and limited  economic
opportunities  for  many  people  of  color.  Multicultural  education  is a movement  that  works
toward  all groups  living  and learning  together  (M.D.E.,  1994).
Chemical  Use
Truancy  is closely  linked  with  crimes,  especially  dnig  and alcohol  use.  Studies  have
shown  a strong  link  between  dropping  out  of  school  and many  delinquent  behaviors
involving  chemical  use, according  to the  Los  Angeles  County  Office  of  Education
(M.C.T,  1996).  The  problem  is increasing  year  after  year  (M.D.E.,  1995)  Connie
Roller  (1996)  found  students'  chemical  use and discipline  problems  as the  primary  factors
associated  with  truancy.  An  empirical  study  using  a checklist  of  5,270  students,  grades
first  through  eighth,  was  conducted  by  Rush  and Vitale  (1994)  in order  to determine  risk
factors  for  school  failure  and truaricy.  They  identified  eight  factors  that  accounted  for
91%  of  the  truanting  percentage.  One  of  the  leading  factors  was  chemical  use.  The
other  factors,  in order  of  priority,  were  discipline,  depression,  peer  pressure,  divorce,
frequent  moves,  and family  income.
Emotional  / Learning  Disabilities
According  to the  records  of  a Ramsey  County  children's  crisis  shelter,  children  placed
today  are much  more  disturbed  than  those  in placement  twenty  years  ago (M.D.E.,  1994).
Over the years, difficulties  with learning, emotional problems,  and behavioral  disorders
have grown to the point that often suitable placements and supervision  cannot  be found
(.M.D.E.,  1994).
In a study conducted by the Minnesota Board of  Education  published  in 1991,  the
percentage of  truant students who reported serious  emotional  problems,  low  self-esteem,
and alienation from their families and others had increased from  their  previous  study  done
in 1989. Farrington (1980) found that truants were more  antisocial while  in school  and
tended  toward  a deviant  life  style  after  leaving  school.
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Hibbett,  Fogelman  &  Manor  (1990)  found  that  truants  showed  a likelihood  to suffer
from  more  depression  than  non-truants  and to be heavier  smokers.  The  authors  also
suggested  that  "truancy  is part  of  a more  comprehensive  and persistent  psychological
problem"  and is a "predictor  of  multiple  problems  in early  adulthood"  (p. 179).
Christopher  Kearney  (1995)  proposes  that  adolescents  truant  for  one of  four  reasons:
(l)  avoiding  stimuli  that  causes  anxiety,  (2)  escape  from  evaluative  situations,  (3)  attention
from  caregivers,  or  (4)  positive  reinforcement  outside  of  school.
Family  Charartrristirs
The  Minnesota  Board  of  Education  conducted  two  student  surveys.  The  results  were
published  in 1991  and again  in 1994  (M.D.E.,  1994).  The  results  ofthese  studies  show
that while  adolescent risk  behaviors  had declined  in the  three  years  between  studies,  the
life  around  those  adolesents  with  family  problems  had  become  more  dangerous.  One  in
five  students  surveyed  reported  a family  alcohol  or drug  abuse  problem.  One  in eight  had
been physically  abused by an adult in their  household. One  in seven  had seen another
family  member physically  abused. Over  one  third  of  adolescents  have  had  to deal  with  the
traumatic  effects of  sexual or physical abuse, family  violence,  or drug  and alcohol
problems  in the  family  (M.D.E.,  1994-1995).
Sommer and Nagel (1991)  looked  at cumulative  school files to gather  demographic
and achievement testing data on truants and non-truants  in the Junior high-school  setting.
Their study found that truants were more likely  than their  non-truant  peers  to have  more
siblings, to have more discipline  problems and to live  with  only  one  parent.  A  family  size
and its effects on truancy  and subsequent delinquency  have fascinated researchers  for  over
four  decades. Studies have shown a consistent  link  between  truancy  and families  having
six or  more  siblings  (Kelly  and Pink,  1973;  Enomoto,  1994).
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Benda  (1989)  found  truancy  behavior  to  be linked  with  the  father's  educational  level
and the  mother's  age. Ziesemer  (1984)  conducted  a exploratory  study  using  those
students  who  were  chronically  truant  and had  been  provided  with  a court  ordered
probation  officer.  He  found  a high  correlation  between  truants  who  had a sibling  who  had
already  dropped  out  of  school  and those  adolescents  who  had experienced  the  loss  of  a
parent  due  to death  or divorce.
Family  income  was  linked  as a characteristic  and predictor  of  truancy  in studies
conducted  by  Weishaw  & Peng  (1993)  and Stern  &  Smith  (1995).  These  researchers  also
identified frequent  family  relocations  as factors  that  correlate  with  non-attendance.  Their
studies  were  from  a reconstruction  of  a Longitudinal  Study  involving  the  National
Education  Department,  1988.  Renee  Levine  (1984)  conducted  a research  study  to
determine whether family  annual  income  would  affect  truancy.  She found  that  children
from lower income family's  were  more  than  twice  as likely  to  be out  of  school.  Kozol
(1991) would suggest that this was  primarily  due  to inadequate  resources  provided  for
low income families and disproportionate  stresses  on families  of  color.
Community  Chatactpnstirs
Studies have shown a strong link between tniancy, dropping out  of  school,  delinquent
behavior, and crime. According  to the Los Angeles County Office of  Education,  truancy
is the best indicator  of  future juvenile delinquent behavior. In  Miami,  1996,  more  than
71o/o of  13-16 year olds prosecuted for cnal  violations  had been  truant.  In
Minneapolis, 1996, daytime crime dropped 68% after police began citing  truant  students.
It was found that keeping these young people in school and off  the streets  reduced  their
daytime crime. In San Diego, 1996, 44o/o of  violent juvenile  crime  occurs  between  8:30
a.m. and 1:30  p.m.  (M.C.T.,  1996).
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McDonald  and Billinham  (1995)  concluded  that  their  efforts  to engage  low-income,
stressed,  and isolated  families  in traditional  community  services  and programs  have
consistently  failed  They  also reported  that  the number  of  cildren  with  problems  in
school  and in the  community  is dramatically  increasing.  The  difficulties  of  school-age
children  are conelated  with  adolescent  problems  of  substance  abuse,  school  failure,
truancy,  teen  pregnancy,  violence,  and delinquency  McDonald  and Billinham  (1995).
Kozol  would  suggest  that  far  too  much  negative  literature  and research  is directed  at
low-income  families  and people  of  color.  He  continues  to remind  us that  inadequate
educational  and community  resources  are clear  evidence  of  our  systematic  discrimination
and that  charity  is not  a good  substitute  for  justice.  Kozol's  work  within  communities  of
poverty  shows  there  are multiple  stressors  disproportionate  to low-income  families
compared  to families  who  live  in middle  class  neighborhoods  (Kozol.  1991).
A study  conducted  in 1996  by  Family  Service  America  (FSA)  embraced  the  idea  that  a
healthy  society  is built  on strong  families  and communities  and not  on families  alone.  They
concludedwithfourpointsrelatingtotheissueoftruancy:  (l)Adecliningsenseof
community  and an increasing  trend  toward  alienation  and isolation  is weighing  heavy  on
the school-age youth  of  our communities. (2) A change in cultural  and social  mores,
resulting  in a movement  away  from  the  concept  that  we,  as a society,  have  a broad-based
responsibiltty  for  one another, is very isolating  for  young people. (3) Less support  for
families at a time  when  families  are experiencing  more  stresses  and strains  as a result  of
this change is creating a constant sense of  uncertainty  for our  children.  They  suggested
that to strengthen  families,  we  must  tackle  the  problems  facing  our  communities.  (4)  A
poweful  national consensus  holds  that  erosion  in communities  is at the  heart  of  many  of
our  worst  social  problems.
Crimes  continues  to be an ever  increasing  problem  facing  our  schools  today.  Studies
have also found that schools in large  or  urban  communities  have  higher  rates  of
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aggression,  dnig  sales, robberies,  tniancy,  and vandalism (Bayh, 1977; National Institute
of  Education,  1977)  Gottfredson  and Gottfredson (1985) found greater violence in
schools  in which  the surrounding  communities  had high rates of  poverty, unemployment,
crime,  female-headed  families,  and high  school  non,attendance. The Minnesota State
Board  of  Education  report  states  that  education must  reflect and respond to social and
environmental  changes  in the  world  (M.D.E.,  1994).
Educgtional  Characteristics
In 1848,  Horace  Mann  wrote  these  words  to the  Massachusetts  State  Board of
Education:  "Education,  then,  beyond  all other  devices  of  human  origin,  is a great
equalizer  of  the  conditions  of  men"  (Mann  as cited  in Schorr,  1988).  Today,  we  as social
workers  recognize  that  each of  us individually  has something  special  to offer  and
education  can help  us recognize  what  it is (Geisen,  1993).
Truancy  has been  identified  as the major  barrier  to learning.  Studies  have  found  that
the problems  leading  to tniancy  existed  early  in the  student's  school  experience  and that
the earlier  one can intervene  to arrest  or redirect  a problem,  the  greater  are the  chances  for
success  (Levine,  1984).  Trends  in education  have  shifted  a great  amount  of  responsibility
for  the care  of  youths  from  the  social  services  and mental  health  system  to the  educational
system  School  districts  are discovering  that  it is impossible  to educate  at-risk  youths
without  giving  attention  to  their  unique  psychological  and sociocultural  characteristics
(Franklin,  1992).  Although  truancy  may  be considered  an educational  problem,  it is an
appropriate  area  for  social  work  research  because  of  the  social  problems  it generates.
History
Historically  speaking,  truancy  and dropping  out  of  school  have  always  been
persistent  problems  Stevens  and Van  Til  (1972)  reported  that  two  years  after  opening  the
first  public  school  in 1821,  76 out  of  176  students  began  tnianting  and slowly  dropped  out
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of  school  completely  The  school  drop-out  rate  was as high as 90% in the early 1900s,
compared  with  50%  during  the 1950s  (Schneider, 1981). Prior  to the 1950s, young
people  could  truant  and drop  out  of  school, become employed, full or part-time,  and
maintain  a sense of  personal  satisfaction  and success  with  little  or no formal schooling.
Since  1960,  between  70oA and 75%  of  students  have graduated each year (United  States
Department  of  Education,  1985).  Although  truancy  has remained relatively  constant since
1986  (Levine,  1986),  researchers  have  found  that  the  drop-out  rate  in urban centers is up
to 60%,  and the  overall  national  dropout  rate  is increasing  (M.C.T.,  1996).
In 1985,  Jonathon  Kozol  presented  these  alarming  research  findings  Fifteen percent  of
Americans  are illiterate  and up to 33%  are functionally  illiterate.  If  students  do not attend
school  on a regular  basis,  it is almost  impossible  for  them  to achieve  passing  grades and
keep  up with  their  classmates  (Birman  &  Natriello,  1978)  Gage  (1990)  stresses  the need
for  taking  the  first  step in achieving  the  goal  of  keeping  students  in school.  That  first  step
is identifying  those  students  who  are at higher  risks  for  truanting  and dropping  out. The
following  research  study  will  attempt  to complete  that  very  task.
The  Law
Truancy  is a crime  resting  solely  on one's  status  as a minor.  Tniancy,  as a legal
offense,  stems  from  the  compulsory  education  laws  of  the last  half  of  the  nineteenth
century.  In  order  to ensure  a well-educated  electorate,  train  the  work  force  and maintain
the  status  of  a world  leader,  American  law  makers  made  regular  attendance  in school  a
mandate  for  children  until  they  reach  the  age of  sixteen  (Levinson,  1995).  The  state
assumes  that  parents  are not  always  able  to provide  necessary  incentives  for  school
attendance  and enforces  compulsory  education  through  the  juvenile  justice  system  to  make
both  parents  and children  obey  attendance  laws.
In  a study  that  was  conducted  by Sommer  and Nagel  (1991)  school  files  and
achievement  testing  data  were  examined  for  middle-school  students.  Their  study  found
i'ia'N"%-3.:"'i":'aii(':J;, .r"u'.:'it:".."'('!:"A}:<=i.i<"!'t-t.i"'l%y
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that  truants  were  more  likely  to have  lower  achievement  test  scores  and lower  grade point
averages.
At  present,  the  laws  requires  attendance.  Our  policies  and procedures,  however,  do
not  support  the  laws  to  the  extent  that  they  are effective  For  example,  when  a truancy
petition  is filed,  it can be months  before  the  truant  and family  come  to court.  By  this  time
the  student  can be failing  and threatened  with  the  loss of  a school  year. Somehow  we
must  be able  to provide  the  services  necessary  to guarantee  that  all children  have  not  only
the  opportunity  to attend  school  but  also  whatever  support  is necessary  to see that  their
needs  are being  met  (Schorr,  1988).  A  social  worker's  training  and understanding  of  the
connectedness  of  environmental  and psychological  components  make  them  well  equipped
to assist  the  educational  system  in dealing  with  these  problem  areas  (Alien-Meares,  1986).
Retention  Policies
In a longitudinal  study  from  the  National  Education  Department,  the  effects  of
retention  policies  on attendance  were  examined.  Retention  is a practice  of  requiring  a
student  to repeat  the  same grade  they  have  just  completed.  Truancy  was  consistently
associated  in their  research  on retention.  One  widely  quoted  study  by  Bachman,  Green
and  Wirtanen  (1971)  found  that  one grade  retention  increases  the  risk  of  dropping  out  by
52o/o. Students  who  are overage  for  their  grade  may  feel  awkward  and therefore  be
discouraged and do poorly  in school.  Melissa  Roderick  (1994)  repeated  this  study  20
years  later  and  found  the  results  to remain  basically  the  same.  She found  that  retention
was especially important  in adolescence  when  students  are developing  their  sense of
identity  and an attachment  to school.
Theoretical  Framework
Ecological  perspectives  and systems  theories  can and should  be integrated  with
theories  about  personality,  development  and individual  functioning  These  perspectives
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provide  for greater  understanding  and more opportunities  for helping than were ever
before  available  (Woods  & Hollis,  1990). If  social workers,  living  according  to our code
of  ethic,  strive  for  acceptance  and self-determination  in our clients, we must support these
attitudes  in the  education  system  where  children  are learning  more than the traditional
requirements  (Geisen,  1993)  We  must  maintain  an awareness  of  and respect
for  the  uniqueness  of  each  person  and still  hold  to the  optimistic  view  that  change  is
possible  (Dorfman,  1988).
The  Ecological  Perspective  provides  a clear  theoretical  framework  for many  of  the
studies  we  have  reviewed  here  Carel  Germain  (1991)  explains  the  impact  relationships
have  on each  other,  whether  family,  individual  or community.  Instead  of  being  a direct
linear  cause  and effect  model,  the  ecological  and systems  perspectives  insist  that  a
researcher  explore  a broad  range  of  potential  causes  that  interact  to create  a variety  of
effects;  in tis  study,  truancy  (Roller,  1996).
Germain  encourages  us to realize  that  a fragile  balance  exists  between  individuals  and
their  environment  Her  concepts  of  interconnectedness,  competence,  integration,  self-
direction  and self-esteem  are all outcomes  of  this  person  / environment  relationship.  Her
perspective  is also  concerned  with  the  concept  of  "adaptive  fit"  for  individuals  which  helps
them  stay  in balance,  or  to use the  terms  of  Germain,  "equilibrium  and mutuality"  (1973,
p. 326). As  suggested  by Kearney  (1995),  students  who  are unable  to achieve  this
adaptive  fit,  or  balance,  are unable  to cope  within  the  educational  environment  creatmg
what  we  have  seen as truancy.  These  concepts  were  also used  in the  discussion  sections
of  research  studies  by Sommer  and Nagel  (1991),  Stern  and Smith  (1995)  and Cnaan  and
Seltzer  (1989).  Each  of  these  researchers  clearly  realized  that  the  same results  can be
created  by many  different  causes. While  personal,  family,  community  and school
characteristics  are important,  they  are each  only  one of  the  coordinating  systems  in the
adolescent's  life.
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Germain  further  states  that  individuals  cannot  be fully  understood  outside  the context
of  their  intimate  environment,  the  family,  and a family  can only  be understood  in the
context  of  the  larger  environment,  which  for  our  purposes  includes  the  school  and the
community.  Tniancy,  as we  have  seen it in this  review,  is not  isolated  to a single
characteristic,  but  instead  is correlated  to many  antecedents  which  need  to be properly
put  into  context.  Germain  helps  create  a framework  in which  to see the  interrelationship
of  these  many  issues.
The  Development  Theory  of  Erik  Erikson  (1950)  suggests  that  there  are predictable
changes  occurring  throughout  the  life  stages  of  adolescents.  He  gave  special  attention  to
the  development  of  the  adolescent.  Erikson  stresses  the  need  for  flexibility  and
understandmg  especially  during  this  very  vulnerable  stage.  A  social  workers'  training  and
understandtng  of  developmental  changes  makes  them  well  equipped  to provide  help,
support  and encouragement  dumg  this  time  in the  personal  lives  of  adolescents.
The  developmental  theories  of  Erikson  (1959)  also provide  us with  predictable  changes
that  appear  throughout  the  growing  cycles  of  individuals.  A  child's  identity  is continually
impacted  and revised,  especially  at critical  points  such  as adolescence.  A  child's  sense of
identity  continues  to  be shaped  by  experiences  in social  relations  and family  life.  This  is
also a time when young people explore the concepts  of  what  Erikson  calls  "negative
identity"  (1968,  p. 128).  Erikson  refers  to a set of  despised  self-images  which  every  person
must  live  down  in themselves.  It  is also a crucial  time  of  building  on earlier  stages  of
development  in issues  of  trust  or mistrust,  confidence,  and the  way  in which  young  people
will  view  themselves.
Erikson  believes  that  adolescence  is a particularly  vulnerable  time  of  "physiological
revolution"  (1968,  p. 140).  Not  only  are their  bodies  changing  rapidly,  but  they  are also
uncertain  about their  future  roles. They are sometimes morbid,  often curious,  and always
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preoccupied  with  what  they  appear  to be in the eyes of  others  as compared with
 what they
feel  they  are inside  Erikson  uses the  words  "continuity  and sameness"
 to describe the
conflict  adolescents  experience  as the  many  challenges  and changes
 occur  all around them.
With  homes  breaking  up, families  frequently  moving,  often changing  schools,  large
 school
populations,  language  barriers,  and higher  expectations  upon  them,
 tremendous  feelings of
anxiety  are created.  Adolescents  diligently  try  to control  and make
 sense of  the  many
changes  that  are ever  before  them.
Changes  in the  stnicture  of  junior  igh  school  programs,  based  on  
these  developmental
theories,  were  called  for  in the  research  studies  conducted  by  Eccles,
 Lord  &  Midgley
(1991)  and Simmons  &  Blythe  (1987)  These  researchers  believed
 that  the  structure  of
junior  high  school  is harmfiil  because  it encourages  competition,  social
 comparisons,
decreased  decision  making  and choice,  and a reduced  opportunity  
for  non-family  adult
relationships.  They  pointed  out  that  behavior,  motivation  and emotional
 well-being  are
influenced  by  the  fit  between  individuals  and these  educational  environments.
Erikson  continues  to  help  teach  us that  childhood  experiences  lay  the
 ground  work  for
what  will  be lived  out  in adolescence  If  children  learn  not  to trust
 the  adults  around
them,  they  will  develop  a "false  sense of  identity"  (1968,  p. 134).  
They  will  strongly  resist
all family,  school  and commuity  forces  of  authority  and look  only
 to  their  peers  for
affirmation.  This  estrangement,  Erikson  calls  "identity  confusion"
 (1968,  p. 140)  and it is
one  underlying  characteristic  of  delinquency  (Erikson,  1968).  Middle
 school  adolescents
often run  away  in one  form  or  another:  truanting,  dropping  out  of  school,  quitting
 jobs,
staying  out  all night  or withdrawing  into  inaccessible  moods  brought
 on by drugs  and
alcohol  (Eccles,  Lord  &  Midgley,  1991).
Erikson  encourages  us also to remember  that  adolescence  is a critical  period  where
intervention  should be handled  in a cautious  and consistent  manner.  If  no intervention
 or
negative  intervention  occurs,  adolescence  is the one developmental
 period  where
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darnaging  results  can be permanent  or even  fatal  (1965,  p. 245). Adolescents  desperately
need  the  help  of  stable  adults  in families,  communities  and schools to help them develop a
healthy  sense of  identity  through  positive  role  models.
Summary
Truancy,  as tis  review  of  the  literature  has shown  us, is certainly  one  of  the  many
barriers  to learning.  Research  teaches  us that  each  person,  each  family,  each  school,  and
each  situation  is unique  in itself  but  there  are characteristics  that  consistently  correlate
with  truancy  in all children.  We  as social  workers  must  care  and continue  to address  the
problem  of  truancy  and show  that  reducing  truancy  will  make  a real  difference  in our
world.  By  creating  an awareness  of  the  problem,  and by working  toward  solutions,  we  can
hope  to alleviate  some  of  the  burdens  on our  families,  our  schools,  our  communities,  and
on  the  students  of  the  future.
As  we  have  seen, researchers  and experts  suggest  that  a more  effective  approach  to
reducing  truancy  and  the  drop-out  rate  must  be to shift  from  the  current  emphasis  on
intervention  and recovery  programs  at the  middle  school  level,  to an emphasis  on early
identification  and prevention  programs.
This  literature  review  has provided  a background  of  the  problem,  along  with  probable
long  term  consequences.  The  review  has also  provided  examples  of  studies  of  the
characteristics  of  truants  in other  commuities  and  with  diffemg  demographic
characteristics.  The  ecological  perspective  of  Germain  and the  developmental  theories  of
Erikson  have  provided  us with  a theoretical  framework  for  viewing  this  research.
The  following  research  is a replication  study  of  Connie  Roller's  work  in 1996  using  the
rationale  presented  by Sommer  and  Nagel  (1991).  They  concluded,  after  a lengthy
longitudinal  study  of  the  characteristics  of  truancy,  by  suggesting  that  small  focused
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studies  in different  locations  with  different  socio-economic  groups  would  provide  an
expanded  understanding  of  this  issue.
I replicated  the  Roller  study  (1996)  Her  study  provided  us with  a composite  picture
and descriptive  information  of  truancy  in Dakota  County,  Minnesota.
The  county  Roller  selected  has a higher  than  average  median  family  income  for  Minnesota
and a lower  than  average  population  of  people  of  color  for  Minnesota.  I recreated  this
research  with  a composite  picture  and descriptive  information  in Rarnsey  County,
Minnesota.  Ramsey  County  has a lower  than  median  family  income  and a higher  than
average  population  of  people  of  color  for  Minnesota  (U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,
1994).
After  a composite  picture  of  Ramsey  County  is completed  and explored,  the  results  of
the  Roller  study  in Dakota  County  will  be viewed  alongside  it and comparisons  will  be
drawn.  Findings,  implications  and suggestions  for  further  research  will  be discussed.
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METHODOLOGY
This  is a replication  study  of  a descriptive  research  inquiry  completed  by  Connie  Roller
(1996)  in Dakota  County.  I replicated  this  study  in Ramsey  County  for  the  purpose  of
determining  whether  the  previous  results  are transferable  to another  county  with  dissimilar
dimensions.  Ramsey  and Dakota  Counties  are adjacent  to one another  and yet  they
represent  two  very  different  populations  both  economically  and culturally.
This  study  will  focus  on adolescents  who  are 12 to 15 years  of  age living  in Ramsey
County  who  have  been  referred  to the  Ramsey  County  Truancy  Intervention  Program
(TIP)  from  a selected  middle  school.  TIP  is a court  diversion  program  for  students  having
seven  or more  unexcused  absences  from  school.
The  ecological  perspective,  as presented  by Carel  Germain  (1991),  provides  a unique,
multidimensional  view  for  much  of  this  research.  The  developmental  theory  of  Eric
Erikson  (1959)  provides  an interesting  framework  suggesting  predictable  changes  that
may  occur  throughout  the  life  development  of  adolescents.  The  Ecological  Perspective
and the  Developmental  Theory  will  primarily  provide  the  theoretical  view  point  from
which  the  understanding  of  the  research  will  be considered.
The  research  design  is a correlational  design  using  cross-sectional  survey  methodology
with  two  survey  instruments.  The  methodology  chapter  win  define  key  terminology,
explain  the  methodology  used,  and end with  a section  discussing  the  issues  of  using  human
subjects.
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The  research  questions  are:
1. What  are the  demographic,  personal  and environmental characteristics of
adolescents  who  had truancy  behaviors  in a specific middle school during 1995-1996 in
Ramsey  County?
2 Are  key  informants  aware  of  the  characteristics  which are significantly related to
truancy  in this  population?
3 Is there  a substantial  difference  in these  characteristics  in adolescents  who
truanted  in 1995-1996  in Ramsey  and Dakota  Counties'7
4. Is there  a substantial  difference  in the responses  made  by  key  informants  in
Ramsey  and Dakota  Counties'7
Definition  of  Key  Terminology
For  the  purpose  of  this  study,  the  following  concepts  are defined  and consistently
applied  throughout  the  process  of  the  research.
Truancy
Seven  occurrences  of  unexcused  absence  from  school  within  one  year  precipitates  a
court  truancy  report  in the  state  of  Minnesota.  The  unexcused  absences  can be a full  day
or parts  of  a day  Tardies  (coming  in late  to  class  without  a pass)  are counted  as
occurrences  of  truancy,  also.  Therefore,  for  this  research  study,  truancy  will  be
operationalized  by seven  occurrences  of  unexcused  school  absences.
Key  Informants
For  this  study,  referring  professionals  are the  key  informants.  These  are social
workers,  probation  officers,  and school  personnel  who  are in an employment  position  to
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become  aware  of  students  truanting  and refer students to the Ramsey County  Truancy
Prevention  Program  (TIP).
Intake  Forms
The  intake  form  is a program  document of the TIP program. It is sent to parents at
the  time  of  a referral  to  the program  and is intended to be completed  and returned at the
first  meeting  The  TIP intake forms, however, do not completely  contain all the
information  generated by the Roller  (1996) study intake forms. Therefore,  in a desire to
completely  replicate  the previous  study, a compilation  of  information  will  also be gathered




The  population  of  subjects  within  this  study  live  in Ramsey  County  and attend  middle
school  there. Ramsey  County  has the  largest  urban  area  of  all counties  in Minnesota  and
the  most  people  per  square  mile.  It  has the  largest  cultural  diversity  of  any  other  county  in
the  state  and the  largest  percentage  of  people  of  color.  Although  Ramsey  and Dakota
Counties  are adjacent  to one another,  they  represent  two  very  different  subject
populations.  The  following  differences  are worth  noting  here.
Ramsey  County  has a lower  median  family  income,  $32,043,  than  does  in  Dakota
County,  $47,136.  More  people  live  below  the  poverty  line  in  Ramsey  County,  11 4%,  as
opposed  to  3.3%  of  the  families  in Dakota  County  (U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1996).
Ramsey  County  has a larger  population  of  people  of  color,  15%,  as opposed  to  Dakota
County  at 3.6o/o (u.s. Department  of  Commerce,  1996).  Asian  American  students  are the
fastest  growing  group  of  school  age children  in the  Ramsey  County  School  District.  For
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example,  in 1976,  the  entire  Ramsey  County  School  District 625 of St Paul enrolled only
96 Asian  American  students.  European  American  students numbered 44,328. Twenty-
years  later  in 1996,  there  are 10,530  Asian  American  students enrolled and the European
American  student  population  has dwindled  to 19,372 (County  and City Data Book,  1996)
As previously  seen in the 1996  Census  Report,  however,  the majority  of  residents living  in
Ramsey  County  are still  European  American. Rarnsey County  might be experiencing  what
Palmer  (1994),  very  racially  offensively,  calls an "Asian  Invasion"  in the public schools
However,  declining  European  American  student  populations  may  also reflect  other
changes  such  as the "baby  bust"  among  European  Americans  and general suburban drift.
Today,  Asian  American  students  are the  largest  minority  group  in the Ramsey County
school  system  comprising  24.8%  of  the  total  number  of  students.  African  American
students  are a close  second  at 21.3%  followed  by Latino  students,  6 7%, and Native
American  students,  1.5%  The  combined  number  of  students  of  color,  54.3%,  exceeds  the
European  American  population  by 8.6oA (U.S.  Bureau  of  Census,  1996).
Subjects
In  Ramsey  County,  truants,  aged 12-16,  are diverted  from  the  judicial  system  by the
Truancy  Intervention  Program  (TIP).  This  is a collaboration  of  Ramsey  County  Social
Services,  Ramsey  County  Corrections,  the  individual  school  districts,  Ramsey  County
District  Judges  and the  county  attorney's  office  working  together  with  the  student  and
their  family  to identify  and eliminate  the  barriers  to attendance.
TIP  is a court  diversion  program  with  a three-step  warning  process  that  leads  to
subsequent  court  action  if  the  student  and parents  fail  to comply.  It was  created  for
students  having  seven  or  more  unexcused  absences  from  school.  Step  one identifies  the
students  through  a school  referral  to TIP.  Parents  and students  must  then  attend  a
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meeting  with  the  Assistant  District  Attorney  of  Ramsey  County  who  informs  them  of  the
legal  and social  consequences  of  truancy  if  tniancy  behavior  continues  If  the  student  and
parents  do not  attend  tis  initial  meeting,  a second  letter  is sent out,  and  if  the family  still
does  not  comply  or if  the  student  attendance  does  not  improve  after  the  first  meeting,  a
Student  Attendance  Review  Team  (SART)  meeting  date  is set. According  to the  most
current  quarterly  report,  meeting  attendance  for  Ramsey  County  Schools  was  60%
(Truancy  Intervention  Program  Quarterly  Report  January  1, 1996).  In  the SART  meeting,
the Assistant  District  Attorney  General,  a social  worker,  and a probation  officer  meet  with
the  student  and the  parents  to discuss  the  legal  ramifications  of  truancy  and to negotiate  a
contract  to improve  school  attendance  with  the  parent  and the  student.  Finally,  if  the
student fails to comply  with  the SART  contract  and attendance  fails  to improve,  a truancy
petition  is filed  for  an expedited  hearing  date  at court.
The subjects  were  fifty  randomly  selected  students  who  have  a history  of  truancy  and
range in age from 12-15. The  students  were  part  of  a student  body  of  a Ramsey  County
middle school during the school  year  of  1995-1996  These  students  have  also been
referred to and participated in different stages  of  the  above  described  TIP  and SART
process.
Sampling  Design
The research design is a correlational cross-sectional survey  method using  two  survey
instruments. First a systematic random sampling design was  used  to  gather  the  data  from
existing files of  the Truancy Intervention  Program (TIP) through  a Rarnsey  County
middle school location. The total sampling frame population  for  the  year  of  1995-1996
was 500. The total number of  students to  be included  in this  research  was  fifty.
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Secondly,  a survey  of  key  informants  were  used  to gather  information.  This group  of
informants  is a purposive  sample  selected  because  of  their  knowledge  of  the  population.
All  professionals  who  have  made  referrals  to  the Truancy  Intervention  Program  through
a Ramsey  County  Middle  School  during  the  school  year  of  1995-1996  were  ask to
participate.  This  referral  base is made  up of  social  workers,  probation  officers  and school
personnel.
In5irHmeniHii@n
The  purpose  of  this  design  is to analyze  the  different  attributes  of  the  variables  for
similarities  or differences  with  prior  research  and to identify  characteristics  of  this
population.  The  first  survey  method  collected  information  from  existing  data  gathered
during  the  TIP  and SART  process.  Tis  data  had  been  included  on parent  intake  forms,
cumulative  folders,  referral  source  questionnaires,  social  worker's  assessment  sheets,  and
from  an interpreter  as needed.  A  tally  sheet  was  developed  to organize  this  information
for  quick  reference.  An  intake  questionnaire  was  developed  to reflect  the  identical
questions  of  the  intake  form  in the  Roller  Study  (1996)  on the  variables  identified  in the
current  research.  Age,  gender,  race,  family  income,  number  of  people  in the  family,
chemical dependency  issues,  discipline  problems,  separation  or divorce  of  the  parents,  and
family  moves  in the  past  three  years  were  identified  (See  Appendix  A)
The second  instrument  measure  was  a questionnaire  for  key  informants  developed  to
assess the  opinions  of  those  stakeholders  on the  variables  listed  above  and to assess their
level  of  concern  and awareness  of  the  antecedents  of  the  behavior  Four  additional
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characteristics  of  students  who  truant,  identified  in the literature,  were also addressed
by the key informants:  (a) school  policies  and procedures  (Dupper,  1994),  (b) parents
ability  to discipline  (Mufson,  Cooper  & Hall,  1989),  (c) a desire to have fun (Roller,
1996),  and (d) pressure  from  friends  (Kearney,  1995)  along with  an open-ended
question  which  ask for  any additional  factors  possibly  impacting  truancy  It was hoped
that this open-ended  question  would  create a triangulation  effect  that maximizes  the
effectiveness  of  this survey  tool.
The key informants  survey  were  pretested  on social workers  at a Ramsey  County
middle  school  who  were  not included  in the sample.
Procedure
A systematic  sampling  with  a random  beginning  was  used to gather  the data from
existing  files of  a Ramsey  County  Middle  School  Truancy  Prevention  Program.  At  the
time of  the study, there are 500 files within  the 1995-1996  calendar  year.  Every  tenth  file
was pulled  and checked  for  complete  intake  information  replicating  the previous  study.
This information  was entered on a tally  sheet designed  for  that very  purpose.  To  replicate
the previous  study, the total  number  of  forms  reviewed  and tallied  were  fifty.
The survey of  key informants  is a purposive  sample chosen because of  their  knowledge
of this particular population.  All  professionals  who  have made refenals  to the Ramsey
County Truancy Intervention  Program  in the calendar  year of  1995-1996  were  sent  a
consent letter explaining the study, a survey  and an addressed stamped envelope.  Those
individuals who anonymously  completed  the survey  and mailed  it back became the sample
of  key informants.
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Organization  of  Information
This  is a replication  study  of  a descriptive  research  inquiry  completed  by Connie  Roller
(1996)  There  was  no attempt  made  to establish  a causal  relationship  between  the
dependent  variable  of  school  non-attendance  and the  personal  and environmental  variables
listed,
A  univariate  design  will  be used  to analyze  the  collected  data. Percentages,  means,
modes  and prevalence  are the  predominant  methods  that  were  used  to  present  the  data.  A
bivariate  analysis  was  used  for  any  attributes  wich  may  significantly  correlate  with  other
attributes,  such  as gender  and depression,  for  example.
The  results  of  the  two  measures  were  compared  for  similarities  and differences.  The
responses  to  the  open-ended  question  was  printed  in  total.  The  results  of  the  two
measures  found  in the  Roller  Study  (1996)  were  also compared  for  similarities  and
differences with the results of  this  research  study. The  use of  pie charts,  bar  charts  and
comparison bar charts make this analysis orderly and easy to evaluate for any differences
which  may  occur.
Limitations
Human error is evident in all reports completed by parents and by school professionals.
While some are diligent in completing truancy and personal  information,  others  are not.
The existing intake form replicated determined the variables  included  in this  study.
Current research on risk factors is therefore not  included. The  variables  on the  key
informants survey are somewhat limited due to my desire to replicate  and compare  the
opinions  given  clearly..
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There  was  no control  group  to allow  the  testing  of  a hypothesis. It is also possible
that  other  students  could  have  the  same characteristics  without  exhibiting  truancy
behavior.
Existing  standardized  scales  could  not  be used  because  there  was  no direct  contact
with  the  subjects.
Protection  of  Human  Subjects
Every  effort  will  be made,  by  the  Ramsey  County  Truancy  Prevention  Program,  to
protect  the  confidentiality  of  the  subjects  used  for  this  research  All  files  that  will  be
viewed  and analyzed  will  first  be cleaned  of  any  identifying  information.  It  was  the
decision  of  this  researcher  not  to interview  adolescents  for  this  very  reason,  but  to use
existing  data  The  vulnerability  of  these  subjects  was  the  consideration  that  led  to  this
conclusion.
All  information  will  be presented  in aggregate  form  except  for  the  answers  to the  open-
ended  questions  at the  end of  the  key  informants  survey  While  the  key  informants  will  be
identified  for  the  mailing,  their  responses  will  remain  confidential  because  the  forms  are
not  signed  and the  envelopes  will  have  no return  address.  At  the  end of  tis  research
study,  all student  intake  forms  and key  informants  returned  surveys  will  be destroyed.
Implications  for  Social  Work  Practice
The ecological  perspective  requires  practitioners  to consider  a variety  of  causes  for
each event. It moves  from  a linear  cause  and effect  model  to one of  equifinality  - end
results may  be created  by different  inputs.  Professionals  involved  with  truancy  must
broaden their  view  of  the  causes  of  truancy  to include  a range  of  personal  and
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FINDINGS
patiaon  of  Ramsey  and Dakata Counties
Parent  Completed  Intake  Forms
Ramsey  County Dakota  County
1. Average  Age-Student 13 years  old 14  years  old

























4. Income-Student 78o/o at or below  $15K
29
33%  at or  below  $15K
5 Number  in Household




















9. Separation/Divorce-Parents 62% 38o/o
10. Moves-Family 62oA 56%
11. Peer  Pressure-Students 84% 30oA
Bs From Key Tnformants Suney - Ramsey County
(number  of  4's & 5's, important  & very  important)
(52  =  100%)
1. Parent's  ability  to discipline
2 Chemical  use
3 . Discipline  problems




8 . School  policies
9. Family  income
10  Desire  to have  fun
11 . Racial  differences
12  Family  size
13 . Gender
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"Are  there  factors  not  listed  here  which  you  believe  are  important  contributors  to
truancy?"
The  key  informants  survey  concluded  with  an open-ended  question  allowing
respondents  to add  their  own  ideas  The  responses  can be divided  into  four  categories:
school  issues,  parent/family  issues,  child  focused  concerns  and community  responsibilities.
School  Issues
boredom
students  cannot  relate  learned  task  to future  employment
school  not  being  able  to meet  the  ability  level  of  the  individual  student
lack  of  understanding  by school  staff  - The  school  staff  needs  to  walk  in the  students
shoes  for  awhile.
we  need  intense  intervention  in K-6
alienation  of  students  by  staff  because  of  race
large  class  sizes
failing  grades
Parents/Family  Issues
parent's  education  level  - Have  they  graduated  from  high  school?
lack  of  goals  on  both  the student  and the  parents  part
language  barriers
availability  of  parent  to student  (their  work  schedule,  who's  home,  etc.)
experience  of  abuse  in home
istory  of  parent  truancy  from  job
different  ethnic groups  have  more  difficulty  with  attendance  issues  for  various  reasons
parent  education
Child  Focused  Concerns
Attention  Deficit  - Hyperactivity  Disorder
Emotional  Behavioral  Disorder  / Learning  Disabilities
low  skills  and performance  levels
teen  years  are  just  really  difficult
gang  influence
lack  of  interest
just  plain  laziness
problems  adjusting  to medications
problems  with  self-esteem
impulsively
Community  Responsibility
lack  of  alternative  schools
xnsurance  lSSueS
enforcement  of  attendance  laws
counseling  available
serious  community  consequences  are needed
budgets  affect  schools'  flexibility  to meet  individual  needs
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Comparison  of  Ramsey  and  Dakota  Counties
Findings  from  Key  Informant  Survey
Ramsey  County  Dakota  County
(number  of  4's &  5's, important  &  very  important)
1. Parent's  ability  to discipline 100% 95%
2 Chemical  use 94% 100%
3 Discipline  problems  at school 94% 98%
4. Peer  pressure 88% 82%
5. Depression 86% 85%
6. Separation/divorce 82% 66%
7. Moves 61% 53%
8. School  policies 57% 41o/o
9. Family  income 53o/o 39%
10  Desire  to have  fun 46o/o 29%
11. Racial  differences 28% 19%
12  Family  size 26% 12%
13. Gender 1 1% 4%
Detailed  graphs  showing  the  breakdown  of  each  category  are  available  in  the
Appendix  F 1-13.
Discussion
Parent  Completed  Student  Intake  Forms
I studied  a population  of  fifty  randomly  selected  students  with  a history  of  truancy  from
a large  Ramsey  County  middle  school.  These  students,  ranging  in ages  from  twelve  to
fiffeen,  had all been  refened  to  the  Ramsey  County  Truancy  Intervention  Program  (TIP).
TIP  is a court  diversion  program  for  students  having  seven  or  more  unexcused  absences
from  school.  Student  files  were  examined  to gather  characteristics  from  parent  completed
intake  forms  on factors  of  gender,  race,  family  income,  age, number  of  people  in the
family,  chemical  dependency  issues,  discipline  problems,  separation  or  divorce  of  parents
and moves  in the  last  three  years. These  characteristics  were  all identified  in the  research
as factors  having  an impact  on tniancy.  I then  compared  these  findings  with  students,  the
same ages, who  also  exhibited  truanting  behaviors  during  the  same school  year  in Dakota
County.  Although  these  counties  are adjacent  to  one another,  they  represent  vast
differences  economically  and culturally.  The  following  discussion  is organized  with  the
variables  of  greatest  discrepancy  discussed  first.
Racial  Differences























Racial  Differences  (Continued)
Sixty-six  percent  of  the  students  in the  Ramsey  County  study  were  people  of  color  as
compared  to only  twenty-six  percent  of  students  in the  Dakota  County  study  Ramsey
County,  over-all,  has a larger  population  of  people  of  color,  15%  as opposed  to Dakota
County  at 3.6%  (U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  1996).  Both  the  Ramsey  and Dakota
County  studies,  however,  show  disproportionate  percentages  of  truanting  in relationship
to their  county  averages.  The  Ramsey  County  study  revealed  66%  people  of  color  and the
Dakota  County  study  indicated  26%  people  of  color.  The  percentage  of  tniancy  related  to
people  of  color  is four  times  higher  than  would  be expected.  In  studies  conducted  by
Weishaw  and Peng  (1993),  being  a person  of  color  was  viewed  as a risk  factor  that
correlated  with  tniancy.  Stern  and Smith  (1995),  after  completing  their  study,  concluded
that  students  which  make  up a part  of  the  cultural  minority  population  will  also  make  up a
higher  percent  of  the  truancy  population  Neither  of  these  studies,  however,  controled  for
the factor of  poverty  in relationship  to race  when  citing  their  conclusions  and for  this
reason  their  results  could  be misunderstood.
Income  Differences
Seventy-eight percent of  the students in the Ramsey County study  reported  having
yearlyincomesof$l5,000orless.  Thirty-threepercentofthestudentsintheDakota
County study reported this same yearly income  level. These numbers  were  gathered  by
reviewing the free and reduced  lunch  program  statistics  for  each study  sample.  Rarnsey
County, in general, has a lower median family income,  $32,043, than  does  Dakota  County,
$47,136. More people live below  the  poverly  line  in Ramsey  County,  l 1.4%,  as
compared to 3.3o/o of  families in Dakota County (U S. Bureau  of  the  Census,  1996).
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These  statistics  of  truanting  students,  however,  far  exceed  their  respective  county's  yearly
averages.  In a study  by Stern  and Smith  (1995),  low  family  income  was  linked  as a
characteristic  and predictor  of  tniancy.
Use  of  Chemicals
Fiffy-two  percent  of  the  students  in the  Ramsey  County  study  were  using  chemicals  as
reported  by their  parents.  These  chemicals  were  classified  under  the  category  of  dnigs,
but  not  alcohol.  Seventy-one  percent  were  male  and twenty-nine  percent  were  female.
Only  twenty-eight  percent  of  the  parents  reported  their  child  using  chemicals  in the
Dakota  County  study. Fifty-three  percent  of  these  students  were  male  and forty-seven
percentwerefemale.  Anotablepercentageincrease(18%)offemaleswerereportedusing
drugs  in the  Dakota  County  study.  Over  all,  however,  more  students  were  using
chemicals  in the  Ramsey  County  study  (24%).  In  studies  by  Rush  and  Vitale  (1994),
ninety-one  percent  of  students  exhibiting  more  chronic  truanting  behaviors  were  involved
in chemical  use.
Peer  Pressure
Eighty-four  percent  of  parents  in the  Ramsey  County  study  reported  peer  pressure  to
be a significant  influence  in their  child's  truanting.  Only  thirty  percent  of  the  Dakota
County  study  parents  reported  this  same  factor  as influencing  their  children.  This  may  be
partially  seen as an indicator  of  the  prevalence  and power  of  the  gang  activity  taking  place
in Ramsey  County.  Gottfiredson  and Gottfredson  (1985)  found  that  there  was  greater
gang  activity  in schools  where  rates  of  poverty  were  higher  than  the  national  average.
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Another  factor  in peer  influence  could  involve  the  dense  population  base and close
proximity  of  housing  in Ramsey  County  (U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  1996).  Housing
projects  and large  apartment  complexes  are often  associated  with  low  income  families  as
we  have  described  our  population  of  student  families  ( Family  Income  section  p.48).
Ramsey  County  has more  people  living  below  the  poverty  line,  11.4%,  as compared  with
3.3%  of  those  living  in Dakota  County  (U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1996).  Ramsey
County  has the  largest  urban  area  of  all counties  in Minnesota  and also has the  most
people  per  square  mile  (U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  1996).  A  final  consideration,
which  might  contribute  to  the  higher  percentage  of  parent  responses  in Ramsey  County  in
the  area of  peer  influence,  could  be the  accessibility  of  public  transportation  Urban
communities,  such  as Ramsey  County,  have  well  developed  public  transportation  systems
allowing  people  to get  together  easily  and offen  Dakota  County  is made  up of  a mix  of
small  farming  communities,  suburban  commuter  communities  and independent,  self-
sufficient  towns  (Roller,  1996).
Separation/Divorce  of  Parents
Sixty-two  percent  of  the  parents  in the  Ramsey  County  study  reported  having  been
separated  or divorced  during  the  life-time  of  their  children  while  only  thirty-eight  percent
of  the  parents  in  Dakota  County  reported  a separation  or divorce.  Sixty-six  percent
exceeds  the  national  average  of  forty-eight  percent  of  families  deciding  to divorce  in this
country  (M.C.T.,  1996).  In  a study  completed  by  Hibbett,  Fogelman  and Manor  (1990),
truanting  was  found  to  be more  firequently  correlated  with  students  whose  parents  had
been  divorced  within  the  previous  three  years  In  two  student  surveys  completed  by  the
Minnesota  Board  of  Education,  children  of  divorced  parents  were  found  to exhibit  more
truanting  behaviors  than  their  peers  (M.D.E.,  1994-1995).
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Discipline  Problem  of  Students
Seventy-eight  percent  of  parents  reported  having  serious  problems  in the  area of
discipline  regarding  their  child  in the  Rarnsey  County  study  Forty-three  percent  of  these
studems  were  male  and a surprisingly  high  fifty-seven  percent  were  female.  This  male-
female  ratio  was  reversed  within  the  Dakota  County  study.  Over-all,  seventy  percent  of
Dakota  County  parents  reported  their  child  having  problems  with  discipline.  The  number
of  males,  however,  was  sixty-seven  percent  while  the  number  of  females  was  thirty-three
percent.  Bell,  Rosen  and Dynlacht  (1994)  suggest  that  truants  engage  in more  anti-social
behavior  and have  poor  social  and emotional  functioning.  Males  have  traditionally  been
associated  with  more  acting  out  behaviors  and girls  with  the  more  withdrawn  behaviors
(Bell,RosenandDynlacht,1994).  SommerandNagel(1991)alsoconcludedthattruants
have  more  difficulty  in the  area  of  discipline  and therefore  subsequent  delinquency.
Depression
Thirty-four  percent  of  parents  in the  Ramsey  County  study  reported  their  child  having
problems  with  depression.  Sixty-four  percent  of  these  students  were  male  while  thirty-six
percent were female. In  the  Dakota  County  study,  forty-two  percent  of  the  students  were
reported as experiencing  depression.  Fifty-nine  percent  were  male  and forty-one  percent
were  female.  In  both  studies  a surprisingly  high  percentage  of  males  were  experiencing
symptoms of  depression which contradicts research previously done (Bell,  etc.). It  is also
surprising  that the  Ramsey  County  study  showed  a lower  percentage  of  depression  over-
all than  the  Dakota  County  study. Perhaps  with  the  cultural  diversity  of  Ramsey  County,
the  concept  and definition  of  depression  might  be viewed  and understood  differently.
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Frequent  Family  Moves
Sixty-two  percent  of  parents  reported  having  moved  in the  last  three  years  in the
Ramsey  County  study  while  only  fifty-six  percent  of  the  parents  reported  moves  in the
Dakota  County  study. Both  statistics  are far  igher  than  the  national  average  of  thirty-one
percent  (M.C.T.,  1996).  Weishaw  &  Peng  (1993)  and Stern  &  Smith  (1995)  both
identified  firequent  family  moves  as factors  that  conelated  to  chronic  truancy.
Gender  of  Students
Forty-four  percent  of  the  students  in the  Rarnsey  County  study  were  female  and fifty-
six percent  of  the  students  were  male.  The  numbers  of  male  and female  students  in the
Dakota  County  study  were  close  to each  other  but  reversed.  Fifty-eight  percent  were
female  and forty-two  percent  were  male. The  Ramsey  County  study  is most  consistent
with  the  current  literature  on the  subject  of  gender  and truancy.  In a study  completed  by
Bell,  Rosen  &  Dynlacht  (1994),  males  were  found  to  truant  consistently  more  often  while
females  were  found  to be absent  more  often  with  permission  from  their  parents.
Average  Age  of  Students
The  average  age of  students  in the  Ramsey  County  study  was  thirteen  while  the
average  age of  students  in the  Dakota  County  study  was  fourteen.  Perhaps  in areas  where
cultural  and socioeconomic  challenges  and stressors  exist,  such  as Ramsey  County,
students  may  exhibit  truanting  behaviors  earlier  Even  one  year  of  age difference  during
the  middle  school  years  can  be notably  destructive.
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Number  in Household
Families  in the  Ramsey  County  study  had 4. 76 family  members  in their  households
while  households  in the  Dakota  County  study  reported  3.9 family  members.  Family  size
studies  have  shown  that  having  more  children  negatively  impacts  the  school  attendance  of
individuals  in the  family  (Somrner  &  Nagel,  1991  and Cnaan  &  Seltzer,  1989).  One
explanation  is that  other  siblings  stay  home  to care  for  younger  siblings  as parents  work.
It  is also suggested  in these  studies  that  children  do not  receive  as much  attention  from
their  parents  when  there  are several  siblings  in the  family.
Summary
Parent  Completed  Intake  Forms  in  Ramsey  and  Dakota  Counties
The  Rarnsey  and Dakota  County  studies  reflect  similar  findings  on factors  affecting
whether  an adolescent  will  be a truant  in the  following  areas:  student  depression,
discipline  problems  and frequent  family  moves.  The  Ramsey  County  study  differs  in
findings  from the Dakota  County  study  in the  following  areas'  students  truanting  younger,
more frequently  male, disproportionately  people  of  color,  far  lower  income  levels,  more
people in households, far more chemical use, more  frequent  separations  and divorces,  and
many more students affected by peer  pressure.  The  Ramsey  County  study  more  closely
supports  previously  completed  research.
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Discussion
Key  Informant  Survey  Findings
All  professionals  who  had made  referrals  to  the  Truancy  Intervention  Program  were
asked  to participate  in a survey  to assess their  opinions  and perceptions  of  factors  which
affect  truancy.  They  ranked  variables  from  l to 5 with  one  being  not  important  and five
being  very  important.  Characteristics  were  the  same as the  parent-completed  intake  form:
gender,  race,  family  income,  family  size, chemical  use, pressure  from  peers,  discipline
problems,  separation  and divorce,  frequent  moves,  and adolescent  depression.  Three
other  variables  were  added  to the  key  informants'  survey  to reflect  items  in the  literature
review:  parent's  ability  to discipline,  school  policies  and procedures  and the  desire  of
truants  to have  fun. The  key  informants  survey  concluded  with  an open-ended  question
allowing  respondents  to add  their  own  ideas. The  responses  are divided  into  four
categoriesa  school  issues,  parent/family  issues,  child  focused  concerns  and community
responsibility.  This  survey  used  in Ramsey  County  was  a replication  of  the  survey  used  by
Connie  Roller  (1996)  in Dakota  County.
The  following  discussion  will  compare  the  results  of  the  Ramsey  County  study  with  the
results  from  the  Dakota  County  study. The  information  will  be organized  with  the
variables  receiving  the  highest  responses  in Ramsey  County  being  discussed  first
Return  Rate
Out  of  sixty-eight  surveys  mailed  to key  informants  in Ramsey  County,  fifty-two  were
completed  and mailed  back. This  is a 76%  (n=52)  response  rate. The  willingness  of
school personnel,  social  workers  and probation  officers  to participate  in the  study  reflects
the  importance  of  the  subject.
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Parent's  Ability  to Discipline
















Referring professionals in both Ramsey and Dakota Counties listed parent's ability to
discipline as the most important  factor affecting student truancy. The professionals in
Ramsey County gave alOO% response in 4's = important and 5's = vex important  and the
response given in the Dakota  County study was 95%. Mufson, Cooper & Hall (1989) and
Rush & Vitale  (1994) identify  a parent's ability to discipline as a notable characteristic in
their research on factors which affect children's achievement in school. This item  is not  a
part of  the original parent completed intake form used by Roller  (1996) and therefore
could not be compared with  the key informant  responses in either county.
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Chemical  Use
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Ninety-four  percent  ofthe  key informants  in Ramsey  County  and 100%  of  the key
informants  in Dakota  County  responded  that  chemical  use by the student  is a critical
variable  in whether  students  will  be truant.  Rush and Vitale  (1994)  found  91o/o of
truanting  students  in their  study  to be using chemicals. Cnaan and Seltzer  (1989)  also
noted  the connection  between  chemical  use and truancy. Key  informants  were  more
concerned  with  chemical  use and truancy  than  were  parents  reporting  on the intake  forms
in Ramsey  County,  52% students  using  chemicals  and Dakota  County,  28%  students  using
chemicals.
Discipline  Problems





















Ninety-four  percent of  the key informants  in Ramsey County  responded that discipline
problems impacted truancywhile oiy  78% ofthe parents oftruants reported their
children  having disciple  problems. The key informants  in Ramsey County  viewed
disciplineproblemsasmoremomentousthandidparentsinRamseyCounty.  Ninety-eight
percent of  the key informants  in Dakota  County  viewed  discipnne problems  as critical  to
truancy  while  oiy  70% of  the Dakota  County  parents found it to be notable. Bell,  Rosen
& D%acht (1994) and Sommer & Nagel (1991) concluded that tnuants have more




Key  informants  firom  both  Ramsey  and Dakota  Counties  were  similar  in their  responses
on the  factor  of  peer  pressure.  Both  Ramsey  County  at 88%  and  Dakota  County  at 82%
responded  that  peer  pressure  was  a meaningful  consideration  of  truancy.  I do find  it
interesting,  however,  that  in Ramsey  County  12%  of  the  key  informants  and 18%  of  key
informants  in Dakota  County  believed  that  peer  pressure  was  not  a relevant  factor  to be
considered.  Gottfredson  and Gottfredson  (1985)  noted  that  negative  peer  influence  had  a
high  correlation  with  truancy,  especially  during  the  fragile  adolescent  years  of  middle
school  students.
Depression
Eighty-six  percent of  key informants  in Ramsey County  and 85% of  key  informants  in
Dakota  County  agreed that depression played an important  role in factors  relating  to
truancy. Oiy  34% of  parents in the Ramsey County  study and 42% of  parents  in the
Dakota  County  study believed depression played a part in their  child's decision to truant.
Key informants  were far more aware of  the relevancy  that depression plays in truancy  than
were parents. Kearney  (1995)  proposes that adolescents truant  to avoid the negative
stimuli  which  encourages the psychological  result we refer to as depression.
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Separation/Divorce
Eighty-two  percent  of  the key informants  in Ramsey  County  responded  they believed
separation  and divorce  played a major  role in the truancy  behavior  of  middle-school
students  while  only  66% of  Dakota  County's  key informants  responded  positively  to this
factor. It seems alarming  that 34% of  Dakota  County's  key informants  found  separation
or divorce  to be non-relevant.  Current  literature  is filled  with  studies discussing  the
poweful  influence  of  divorce  on children  today  and their  many  problems  adjusting.  Even
in this very  state, 2 student  surveys  completed  by the Minnesota  Board  of  Education,
found  that children  of  divorced  parents  exhibited  far more  truanting  behaviors  than their
peers (M.D.E.,  1994-1995).
Frequent  Moves
Sixty-one  percent  of  the key  informants  in Ramsey  County  reported  believing  that
frequent  moves  were  relevant  to truancy.  Fifty-three  percent  of  the key informants  in
Dakota  County  also agreed that moving  played a part  in truanting.  The remaiing  key
informants  in both  Ramsey  and Dakota  Counties  show a considerable  lack  of  knowledge
in the current  literature  on this factor  of  truancy. Forty-seven  percent  of  Dakota  County's
key informants  and 39% of  the key informants  in Ramsey  County  are uninformed  on this
component  of  truancy. This statistic  is notable  since the parents  reported  moving  at far
higher  rates (an average  of  59o/o) than the national  average of  31% (M.C.T.,  1996).
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School  Policies
Fifty-seven  percent  of  the Ramsey  County  key informants  and 41% of  the Dakota
County  key informants  believed  that  school  policies  play an important  role  in truancy.
This  again leaves us with  a high  percentage,  43%  in Ramsey  County  and 59% in Dakota
County,  of  key informants  who  are unaware  of  how  consequential  school  policies  can be
for  students.  School  retention  policies,  for  example,  were  studied  by the National
' Education  Department.  Their  findings  clearly  showed  that  truancy  was measurably
affected  by having  students  repeat the same grade level  they had just  finished. In a study
completed  by Roderick  (1994),  one grade retention  increased  the risk  of  truanting  and
dropping  out of  school  completely  by 52%. Students  who  are over-age  may feel awkward
and therefore  be discouraged  and do poorly  in school  (Bachman,  Green  and Wirtanen,
1971).
Family  Income
Fifly-three  percent  of  the key informants  in Ramsey  County  reported  believing  that
family  income  played  an important  role  in truancy  while  only  39% of  the key informants  in
Dakota  County  believed  income  played  a role. Forty-seven  percent  of  the key informants
in Ramsey  County  and an alarming  61% ofthe  key  informants  in Dakota  County  did not
believe  there  was a correlation  between  income  and tnuancy. The parents  reported  in the
Ramsey  County  study  that 78% were  living  on incomes  of  $15,000  or less per year while
in the Dakota  County  study  oiy  33% of  parents  reported  this same income  level. These
numbers  speak for  themselves  in showing  a relationship  between  truancy  and low  income
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levels  These statistics  of  truanting  students  far exceed their  respective  county's  yearly
income  averages.  In a study  completed  by Stern and Smith  (1995),  low  family  income
was  consistently  linked  as a characteristic  and predictor  of  truancy.
Desire  to Have  Fun
Only  46% of  the key informants  in Ramsey  County  and an even lower  percent,  29% of
the key informants  in Dakota  County  believed  that a student's  desire to skip school  and
have fun correlated  with  truancy. This  irformation  then means that 54% of  the key
informants  in Ramsey  County  and 71% of  the key informants  in Dakota  County  have
concluded  that a student's  desire to skip school  and have fun is inconsequential  as it relates
to truanting.  The developmental  theories  constantly  suggest that  there  are predictable
changes occurring  throughout  the life stages of  adolescents  that consistently  describe  their
preoccupation  with  desiring  to have fun (Erikson,  1968).
Racial  Differences
Only  28% of  the key informants  in Ramsey  County  and 19%  of  the key informants  in
Dakota  County  give credence  to truancy  being  related  to racial  differences.  This again
means that  72o/o of  the key informants  in Ramsey  County  and 81% of  the key informants
in Dakota  County  assume that  race does not play a meagful  role  in truancy. Ramsey
County,  over all, has a larger  population  of  people  of  color,  15o/o as opposed  to Dakota
County  at 3.6o/o (u.s. Department  of  Commerce,  1996). Both  counties,  however,  show
disproportionate  percentages  of  truanting  in relationship  to national  averages. The
percentage  of  truancy  related  to people  of  color  is 4 to 5 times  higher  than would  be
expected  in these counties.
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Family  Size
Family  size, while  listed  as a factor  in truancy  in the  literature  (Somrner  &  Nagel,  1991
and Cnaan  &  Seltzer,  1989),  ranks  low  as a factor  for  the  key  informants.  Only  26%  of
the  key  informants  in Ramsey  County  and an even  lower  12%  of  the  key  informants  in
Dakota  County  stated  their  belief  that  family  size has anything  to  do with  truancy.  Studies
have  shown  that  having  more  children  negatively  impacts  the  attendance  of  individuals  in
the  family.  One  explanation  is that  older  children  stay  home  to care  for  younger  siblings.
It  is also suggested  in these  studies  that  children  do not  receive  as much  attention  from
their  parents  when  there  are several  siblings.
Gender
Gender  was  the  lowest  ranked  variable  by  both  Ramsey  County's  and Dakota  County's
key  informants.  Research  in the  area  of  gender  has mixed  results.  Bell,  Rosen  and
Dynlacht  (1994)  suggest  that  males  are more  likely  to  truant  but  females  are absent  more
with  permission  from  parents,  suggesting  the  more  traditional  role  assigned  to girls  of
helping  their  mothers  with  younger  siblings.
50
Open-Ended  Question
"Are  there  factors  not  listed  here  which  you  believe  are  important  contributors  to
truancy?"
The  responses  can be divided  into  four  categories:  school issues, parent/family  issues,
child  focused  concerns  and community  responsibilities.  The  key  informants  were  very
creative  and thoughtful  in their  answering  of  this  question.  Thirty-four  percent (n=l8)  of
the  key  informants  had  taken  the  extra  time  to make  a few  suggestions  on this  open-ended
question.  I will  summarize  the  most  common  responses  in each  category
In the  Schooj  Issues  sectiori,  the  need  for  early  intervention  at the  elementary  school
level  was  frequently  mentioned.  Key  informants  do seem  to  be keenly  aware  of  what
current  research  is telling  us in that  area. Another  common  response  was  that  students
become  easily  bored  with  uninteresting  classes. Finally,  the  problem  of  over  crowded
classrooms  and inadequate  resources  was  also selected  frequently  by  the  key  informants.
In  the  Parent/Family  Issues  section,  the  parent's  perceived  lack  of  emphasis  or  value
of  education  was  frequently  mentioned.  Key  informants  used  the  term  "poor  role  model"
often.  Another  common  response  was  that  of  language  barriers  and cultural  differences
making  it difficult  to  understand  one another.  Finally,  key  informants  repeatedly
mentioned  a belief  that  children  who  have  serious  problems  with  truanting,  experience
more  abuse  and neglect  at home.
In  the  Child-Focused  section,  learning  disabilities  and problems  with  regulating
medications  was  often  mentioned.  The  belief  that  adolescence  is a difficult  time  for  all
students  was  also  mentioned  frequently.  Low  self-esteem  and gang  influence  were
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repeatedly  mentioned  as were  students  who  are unmotivated  and lazy.
In  the  Community  Responsibility  section,  lack  of  alternative  schools  was  the  number
one  response.  Poorly  enforced  attendance  laws  was  also very  frequently  mentioned along
with  funding  for  additional  affer  school  community  resource  centers.
Summary
Findings  from  Key  Informants  Suzey  in  Ramsey  and  Dakota  Counties
In conclusion,  this  Ramsey  County  key  informants  survey  research  supports  previous
research  completed  by  Connie  Roller  (1996)  in factors  affecting  whether  an adolescent
will  be a truant  in the  following  areas'  parent's  ability  to  discipline,  chemical  use,
discipline  problems,  peer  pressure,  depression  and gender.  It  differs  from  the  Roller  Study
(1996)  in the  following  areas:  separation  and divorce,  frequent  family  moves,  school
policies,  family  income,  desire  to have  fiin,  racial  differences  and family  size.  The  opinions
expressed  by  key  informants  in both  studies  reflect  areas  where  additional  education  is
needed.  These  areas  are: family  size,  race,  desire  to have  fun,  family  income,  school
policies,  frequent  moves  and  separation/divorce.  The  responses  made  to  the  open-ended
question  were  thoughtful  and creative.  There  were  many  ideas  mentioned  in which  fiirther
research  could  be very  beneficial.
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Limitations
The  decision  to replicate  a previously  completed  study  limits  most  opportunities  for
creativity.  It  also  limits  the  ability  to allow  for  a control  group  to  test  a hypothesis.  For
example,  it is possible  that  other  students  could  have  the  same characteristics  without
exhibiting  truancy  behaviors.  It  is also possible  that  students  who  have  exhibited  truancy
behavior  in the  past  have  spontaneously  discontinued  the  behavior  In  a replication  study,
detouring  from  the  process  of  the  original  study  is not  acceptable  and therefore  outside
possibilities  must  be explored  at a future  date.  The  generalizability  of  each  study  is limited
to only  that  one county.
The  definition  of  the  variable  truant  was  not  controlled  for  in the  Roller  study  (1996)  in
terms  of  how  many  absences  is considered  truant.  Even  though  the  Ramsey  County  study
did have  this  information  available,  it remains  a limitation  for  purposes  of  comparison
between  the  two  counties.
Systematic  sampling  with  a random  beginning  turned  out  to be a limitation  in the
Ramsey  County  study  because  a true  cross  section  of  people  of  color  was  not  obtained.  A
stratified  sampling methodology  would  have  been  more  appropnate  to insure  a more  equal
representation  of  people  of  color  in factors  correlating  with  truancy.
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Implications  for  Social  Work  Practice
Today  we,  as social  work  practitioners,  have  hopefully  been  enlightened  enough  to
recognize  that  each of  us individually  has something  special  to offer  and education  can
help  us identify  our  uniqueness.  Tniancy,  in this  study,  has been  shown  to be a barrier  to
that  education.  If  we  as social  workers,  living  according  to our  code  of  ethics,  strive  for
acceptance  and self-determination  in our  clients,  we  must  support  these  attitudes  in the
educational  system  where  students  are learning  far  more  than  the  traditional  requirements
(Geisen,  1993).  We  must  maintain  an awareness  of  and respect  for  the  uniqueness  of  each
person  and still  hold  to  the  optimistic  view  that  change  is possible  (Dorfiman,  1988)
The  ecological  perspective  requires  social  workers  to consider  a variety  of  causes  for
each  event  affecting  the  lives  of  students.  It  moves  from  a linear  cause  and effect  model  to
one of  helping  us realize  that  the  end resuits  may  be created  by different  sources  of
information.  Consequently,  a variety  of  personal  and environmental  factors  may  lead  to
truancy.  Adolescents  are subsystems  in their  families,  their  schools  and their  communities,
and because of  this fact,  they  bring  a variety  of  responses  to each  encounter  (Germain,
1991).
Practitioners  involved  with  truants in or out of  the educational  system  must  learn  to
broaden their  views on the factors that correlate  with  and/or causes of  truancy  to include  a
range of  personal and environmental  factors and their interactions  (Germain,  1991).  All
factors and/or causes must be given attention  and the assessment  process  must  include  all
issues that are pertinent  to each child specifically. Social workers  must  be willing  to use a
multi-causal  approach and stay open and current  to research available, fresh interventions,
and new themes within  the professional  industry  which  are unfolding  yearly.
As seen in this study, key informants  were lacking  knowledge  in some  of  the  areas
that research has shown to correlate  with  truancy. The areas where additional  education
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appears  to  be most  needed  are: the  powerful  effect  of  parents'  separation  or divorce  on
students,  the  role  that  poverty  or low  income  plays  as a stressor  on all students,  the  strong
influence  a student  feels  to  just  skip  school  and have  fun  with  friends,  and finally,  the
effect  of  family  size as a factor  connected  with  tniancy.
Based  on a review  of  the  literature  and the  frequently  mentioned  responses  of  the  key
informants,  earlier  intervention  efforts  at the  elementary  school  level  would  serve  most
effectively  to higMght  the  largest  variety  of  causes.  If  elementary  school  intervention  is
unavailable  or unsuccessful,  secondary  characteristics  often  set in, such  as having  more  fiin
at home,  becoming  involved  with  gang  related  activities,  or expeenting  with  dnigs,
alcohol  or sex. These  characteristics  only  mask  primary  symptoms  (Kearney,  1995).
Consistent  and on-going  training  programs  for  school  personnel,  social  workers,
probation  officers,  and parents  of  chronic  truants  need  to include  current  research  on the
identified  characteristics  and long  term  consequences  of  truanting,  both  in Ramsey  and
Dakota  Counties.
Finally, the ecological  approach challenges us not  only  to view  these  issues  on a local
level, but also on a national  level. Jonathan Kozol  has published many  thought-provoking
books and articles pointing  to a deeply ingrained systematic discrimination  and an
ovemhelming  sense of  hopelessness for many peopie living  in poverty.  He  forcefully
drives home his conviction  that a civilized  nation cannot allow  this situation  to continue.
Few people support  the need for programs that benefit poor  children. A  racial  element
seems to exist in the attitudes of many  people  because  the  children  who  would  benefit  the
most from such programs are children of color.  It  is tnie  that  intervention  programs  are
expensive, but Kozol (1995) reminds us that we  would  demand  them  if  our  own  children's
lives were at stake; yet we do not  demand them  for  poor  cidren  or children  of  color.
Instead, Kozol (1995) points  out  that,  we  wring  our  hands  about  tabloid  stories,  blanie  the
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mothers,  condemn  the  social  workers,  and continue  to speak  about  the familiar  criticisms
of  bureaucracy,  but  do not  volunteer  to use our  own  creativeness  to change  it  Then  the
next  time  an election  comes,  we  vote  against  the  taxes  that  might  make  intervention  or
even  prevention  programs  possible,  while  favoring  increased  expenditures  for  prisons  to
incarcerate  the  children  who  have  survived  the  worst  and grown  up to be dangerous  adults
(Kozol,  1995).
The  impact  of  racism  will  not  change  until  systematic  racism  is seriously  examined  and
a national  cornrnitment  is made  to reduce  poverty,  decent  housing  is available  as needed,
medical  health  benefits  are accessible,  and cornrnunity  mental  health  resources  are
obtainable  The  injustice  of  American  society  toward  children,  especially  children  of
color,  will  continue.  We  as social  workers  must  continue  to care  deeply,  and both  work
and advocate  politically  to address  the  many  problems  children  face  in our  world  today.
By  creating  awareness  of  these  problems,  and by working  toward  solutions  on  both
national  and local  levels,  we  can  begin  to respect  the  potential  of  children.  Then  we  will
begin  to alleviate  some  of  the  burdens  on families,  while  encouraging  our  schools,
supporting  our  communities  and with  God's  help,  changing  our  nation.
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Recommendations  for  Further  Research
Further  research  would  be helpful  in the  area  of  understanding  why  it is that  for  some
students  truancy  is an isolated  experience,  while  others  are unable  to  discipline  themselves
to attend  school  regularly.  Since  truancy  has clearly  been  linked  with  so many  negative
consequences  for  students,  families  and communities,  fiirther  research  and information  in
this  area  would  be very  valuable  to all of  us.
I have  become  aware,  in the  process  of  this  research  project,  that  in their  studies  of
truancy  and people  of  color,  Weishaw  & Peng  (1993),  Cnaan  & Seltzer  (1989),  Benda
(1989)  and Stern  & Smith  (1995),  poverty  was  not  controlled  for  as a variable  The
research  results,  therefore,  can be easily  misinterpreted  to indicate  that  race  alone  is being
considered  a risk  factor  in truancy.  Their  concluding  statement  cannot  reliably  be made
without  further  research  in which  control  groups  are used  to understand  the  powerful
influence  poverty  plays.
Further  research  would  also  be useful,  as the  key  informants  frequently  pointed  out,  in
looking  at the ability  level of  the students who truant,  their  home environment  and the
efforts  on a community  level  to alleviate  factors  which  might  lead  to  truancy.  Research  on
the  effectiveness  of  intervention  techniques  with  this  population  was  also mentioned  by
key  informants  as being  necessary.
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Conclusion
Truancy,  as we  have  seen in this  study,  is certainly  one of  the  main  obstacles  to
learning,  primarily  because  the  student  is physically  not  present.  Research  teaches  us that
each  family,  each  school,  and each  situation  is unique  in itself,  but  there  are characteristics
that  consistently  correlate  with  truancy  in all children.  We,  as social  workers,  must  care
and continue  to address  the  problem  of  truancy  and show  that  reducing  truancy  wall make
a real  difference  in our  world.  By  creating  awareness  of  the  problem,  and by  working
toward  solutions,  we  can hope  to alleviate  some  of  the  burdens  on our  families,  our
schools,  our  communities,  and on the  students  of  the  future.
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3921  Boston  Circle
Eagan  Minnesota,  55123
Professor  Michael  Schock
Institutional  Review  Board
Augsburg  College
Minneapolis
January  27, 1998
Dear  Ruth  Merritt,
Representatives  of  Augsburg  College  Institutional  Review  Board  (IRB)  have
considered  your  expedited  proposal  for  research,  "A  replication  study  of  adolescent
truancy  in  Ransey  county".  You  have  been  approve  for  your  research  as proposed.
Your  IRB  approval  number  is 97-30-02.  Please  use  this  number  on  your  consent
forms  or letters  and  all  other  official  documentation  related  to  this  research.
As a reminder,  this  IRB  number  must  go on all  participant  related  material.
Good  luck  with  this  interesting  research.
Sincerely,
Michael  Schock
cc.  M.  Brown
R. Clyde
DEPAF'.',  ii'iETh.'T  OF SOC'lAL  WORK
Campus  8ox  #51 a 22j3  Fm;ersiajs  Avenae  ri M'ireapor:  M!a.: 5545zl  * Te.  (6i2)330-1189  ii Fa>: (6l2'i330-1493
'd  SaintPaulPublicSchools
Battle  Creek  Middle  School
2121  North  Park  Drive
Saint  Paul,  MN  55119-4644
November  24, 5 997
LIFELONG IEARNING
Telephone:  (612)  293-8%0
Fax:  (612)  293-8866
Dr. Michael  Schock
Chair,  Institutional  Review  Board
Augsburg  College
Dr. Schock:
Battle  Creek  Middle  School's  Truancy  Program  is willing  to participate  in the gathering
of data  with  Ruth  Merritt,  a graduate  student  in the Masters  of Social  Work  Program  at
Augsburg  College,  in order  for her  to complete  her  research  on the  characteristics  of
adolescents  who  truant  in Ramsey  County  as part  of her  thesis  project.
We will provide  her  with intake  information  from  the last  two  years  which  has been
copied  and  all identifying  information  removed.  We understand  that  she  will be using
demographic  and  family  information  from  these  forms.  She  will  also  be given  a list of
referring  professionals  in order  to perform  a mail  survey  of attitudes  and  perceptions
about  the  characteristics  common  to truants  in general.
We understand  that  all of the data  will be non-identifiable,  that  individual  comments
will be kept  confidential,  that  participants  will  be protected  from  harm  and  that  the
findings  will be reported  in aggregate  form.
If you  have  any  further  questions,  feel  free  to contact  any  of us.
Sincerelv,
Donna  Geisen,  M.S.W.
r8 Mary Spin 6r, A astant Principal
' zittd:'-fl)
CHARACTERISTICS  OF  TRUANTS
CONSENT  FORM
c
You  are invited  to be in a research  study  of  the  characteristics  of  truants  in Ramsey
County  You  have  been  selected  as a possible  participant  because  of  your  interest  in
truancy  by referring  Battle  Creek  Middle  School  adolescents  to  the  Truancy  Prevention
Program  I would  appreciate  so much  your  willingness  to take  the  time  to complete  the
following  survey.  Tis  survey  is completely  voluntary.  There  are no direct  benefits  to
participating  nor  is there  any compensation.
This  study  is being  conducted  by  Ruth  Merritt,  a graduate  student  from  Augsburg  College
in the Social  Work  Program.
Purpose
The  purpose  of  this  study  is to gather  the  opinion  and perceptions  of  key  people  who
work  with  this  population  about  demographic,  personal  and environmental  factors  which
might  influence  school  non-attendance.
Procedures:
If  you  agree  to be in tis  study,  I would  ask you  to complete  the  following  survey  with
your  opinions  on the  factors  which  effect  truancy.  Your  return  of  this  survey  will  be your
statement  of  consent.
Risks  and  Benefits:
To avoid any risk, this survey requests that you  do not  give  your  name  or any identifying
information  about yourself. Please use the returned addressed stamped envelope.
There are no direct benefits to participation  nor  is there any  compensation.
Confidentiality
The records of  this study will  be kept private. The survey  does not  request  your  name  or
any identifying  information.  Returned in the self-addressed stamped envelope,  the  surveys
cannot be attributed  to any one individual. Research records will  be kept in a locked file;
only the researcher will  have access  to  the records.
Voluntary  Nature  of  the  Study:
Your  decision whether  or not to participate  will  not  affect  your  current  or future  relations
with  Augsburg  College  or the  Truancy  Prevention  Program
Ruth Merritt  can be reached at 683-0482  with  any  questions,  concerns  or comments  you
may have. Her thesis advisor is Maria  Brown,  MA,  MSW,  and she can  be reached  at
Augsburg  College  at 330-1771.
If  you are willing  to participate,  please complete  the  survey  and return  to researcher,
unsigned,  in the  enclosed  stamped  envelope.
Researcher Date
D
SURVEY  OF  KEY  nSJFORMANTS
Please  take  a few  moments  and complete  this  survey  with  your  opinions  
concerning
factors  which  affect  school  non-attendance  in Ramsey  County.  Mail,  unsigned,
 in the
enclosed  stamped  and addressed  envelope.
Thank  you  in advance  for  your  participation  in my  research  project.
How  do you  think  each  of  the  following  factors  affects  student  truancy?
 Circle  the
number  which  represents  your  opinion  of  the  following  truancy  factors.
Characteristics  Not  Tmpnrtant
familyincome  l  2
farnilysize  l  2
chernicaluse  I  2
pressure  from  friends  1 2
gender  1 2




desire  to have  fun
moves  in last  three
years











































Are there other factors not listed here which you  believe are important  contributors  to
truancy?  Please  comment
E
RAMSEY  CO{JNTY  TRUANCY  INTERVENTION  PROGRAM
TIP/SART  INTAKE  FORM
STUDENT'S  NAME.
First Middle Last
STUDENT  ID  NUMBER
DATE  OF  BIRTH AGE
GRADE
MALE  FEMAI,E
NAME  OF SCHOOL
HOME  ADDRESS
PHONE:  Home:  Work  Emergency
SINGLE  PARENT  HOUSEHOLD:  YES  NO
STUDENT  LIVES  WITH:  Mom  Dad  Guardian
STUDENT'S  RACE:  African  Am.  Asian  Am.  Latino
Native  Am.  European  Am.  Other
RECEIVING  FREE  OR  REDUCED  SCHOOL  LUNCHES  Yes  No
CURRENT  HOUSEHOLD  MEMBERS:
Name  Age  Sex  RelationshiptoStudent
GRADE  THAT  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  PROBLEMS  BEGAN:












AJRE PARENTS  AWARE  OF ANY  DRUG  OR  ALCOHOL  USE  BY  THEIR  CHILD?
PRESENT  OR PAST"  Please Explain:
DOES  THE  CHILD  OR  ANYONE  IN  THE  IMMEDIATE  FAMn,Y  HAVE  A  PAROLE
OFFICER  ASSIGNED  TO THEM?  Yes  No
DOES  THE  CHn,D  SEEM  SAD,  DEPRESSED  OR  WITHDRAWN?  Yes  No
IS THE  CHn,D  RESISTANT  TO PARENTAL  AUTHORITY?  Yes  No
DOES  THE  CH[LD  RUN  AWAY  FROM  HOME?
HOW  LONG  WERE  THEY  GONE?
Yes  No  IF YES,
HAS  THE  FAMILY  EXPERIENCED  ffl  OF THE  FOLLOWING  CHANGES  IN
THE  PAST  3 YEARS?  PLEASE  CHECK
Separation  of  Parents/Guardians
Divorce  of  Parents/Guardians
Moves
Change  of  Schools
Loss  of  Job(s)
Deaths  of  Family  Members  or Friends
Other
DOES  THE  CHILD  CURRENTLY  HAVE  AN  ACTIVE  I.E.P.  AT  SCHOOL?
Yes  No
ARE  THERE  CURRENTLY  SPECIAL  NEEDS  THE  CmLD  HAS?  Yes  No
HOW  ARE  THEY  BEING  MET?
NAME  OTHER  OUTSIDE  AGENCIES  THAT  ARE  INVOLVED  WITH  THE  CHILD?
IS THE  CHn,D  CURRENTLY  INVOLVED  WITH  RAMSEY  COUNTY
CORRECTIONS?  Yes  No  SERVICES?  Yes  No
CHILD  PROTECTION?  YesNo  IF YES,  PLEASE  EXPLAIN?
Findings  from  Key  Informant  Survey













































































































































































































































































Dakota  County  - Adolescent  Depression
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